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which have now so gloriously ended, the men of Ulster have
proved how nobly they fight and die."
Carson, as he often said, represented the only true democracy
in Ireland. He was not only president of the Ulster Unionist
Council, but of the Ulster Unionist Labour Association, which
strongly represented the workmen of the shipbuilding yards,
the foundries and the factories. He spoke, indeed, for all classes
of that united community, which clung together in that north-
eastern corner of Ireland like a little Greek State of old time
between mountain and sea.
Carson supported the Coalition, resting on the public pledges
of the Prime Minister and Mr. Bonar Law that there would be
no coercion of Ulster. But he retained as always his right of
criticism, and one of his speeches on the shortcomings of the
Government in its treatment of disabled soldiers brought a
characteristic letter from the Commander-in-Chief. Writing
from General Head Quarters in France, Sir Douglas Haig
cordially thanked Carson for taking up the question. He himself
had been in correspondence with the War Office on the subject.
ct Many of us feel the Government by starting the so-called
4 King's Fund ' are shirking their duty of providing adequately
for the disabled. We hold that an officer or man who has suffered
in his country's cause has a right to be provided for by the
State, not by charity." And Haig proceeded to state a case for
giving the disabled a proportion of what they had earned before
they joined up. The letter suggests the anxious solicitude of the
great general for his officers and men.
The Carsons stayed during elections first with the Craigs and
then with Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon at Cairndhu, a lovely
place over the sea four miles from Lame. There on the 28th
December, 1918, they heard the declaration of that famous poll,
Carson himself was returned with a majority of over 9,000,
and all nine Unionists were in for Belfast. u The Coalitionists
are sweeping the country," Lady Carson noted in her Diary.
" The Evening Telegraph kept on telephoning as the news came
in . , . Asquith out, McKexma out, Simon out, Runciman out,
m fact nearly all the old gang.., * It's better and better every
day to be British."
tr* Ireland, Carson led a party of Unionists twenty-six strong;